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These and the other English colonies there continued
to be governed by their separate governments, as crown
colonies. But the general change in British Colonial policy
later affected the administration of these colonies to which
self-government was subsequently granted.
The need of union then began to be felt as neither there
were any physical barriers between the several colonies nor
was there any difference of economic interests. In June 1871
the Cape House of Assembly passed a resolution appointing
a Commission to draw up a plan of dividing the whole of
British South Africa into a number o£ provinces and to
establish over them a federal government. *
This step encouraged the movement for federation,
In 1871 the British Parliament passed a permissive Act
The Earl of Carnarvon, while explaining its object, thus
spoke in the House of Lords, "	The Bill before
your Lordships is one of outline and principle. It is one
containing the framework of a future confederation, but
leaving the details to be filled up after free communications
between the Imperial and Local Governments. It is essen-
tially permissible—one by which no sort of pressure would
be put on the Colonies, while it will' at the same time give
them every opportunity of confederating, if they should
think it advisable to do so	" f   Section 5 of this
Act provided for the division of the whole colony into such
provinces as might be found necessary. Sections 18 and 19
laid down the principles for the representation of these pro-
vinces in the Upper and Lower Houses of the Legislature.
Section 33 enumerated the powers of the United Parliament
*"......And as it may be expedient that the Colony should be
divided into three or more Provincial Governments for the management of!
their own domestic affairs, formed into a Federative Union under a general
Government for the management of affairs affecting the interests and rela-
tions of the United Colony	" etc.
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